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Bill #:                      HB0280             Title:   Revise use of electronic proceedings for district 

court 
   
Primary Sponsor:  Wagman, P Status: As Introduced - Revised  

  
__________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Sponsor signature  Date David Ewer, Budget Director  Date  
    

Fiscal Summary   
 FY 2006 FY 2007 
 Difference Difference 
Expenditures:   
   General Fund $0 $0 
   
Revenue:   
   General Fund $0 $0 
   
Net Impact on General Fund Balance: $0 $0 

 

      Significant Local Gov. Impact       Technical Concerns 

      Included in the Executive Budget       Significant Long-Term Impacts 

      Dedicated Revenue Form Attached       Needs to be included in HB 2 

 
Fiscal Analysis 
 
ASSUMPTIONS: 
Department of Corrections     

1. This bill expands the use of two-way, audio/video communication between courts and county detention 
centers. The Department of Corrections would be able to hold video conferencing court appearances for 
the offenders housed within the correctional institutions.  

2. Department of Corrections purchase the system used to communicate with the courts in order to 
participate in video conferencing. It would take the department approx 12 months to fully integrate the 
system. This would include Montana State Prison (2) and Montana Women’s Prison and all 4 regional 
prisons (system $8,700 x 7 systems). 

3. There is a yearly charge of $6,000 per system through Department of Administration as a fee for usage 
on the state’s network. There is a possibility that the Department of Corrections would have to upgrade 
the infrastructure between facilities in order to use the network at this capacity. The costs associated 
with this are unknown at this time. 

4. Last year, the department transported 79 offenders to county jail to appear in court. The counties 
transported the remainder of offenders to court. There could be a minor savings in transporting 
offenders. The department would save approx 21.25 miles (average distance traveled per trip last FY for 
79 trips at $0.37 per mile ($620 in FY 2007 and then more in the following years). 
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5. The net cost to the DoC IF this system were implemented would be approximately $100,000 general 
fund for the 2007 biennium. 

6. As this bill is written the DoC is not required to implement electronic proceedings. 
7. The real cost savings should be currently realized at the local level. 
8. There should be no significant fiscal impact to the state with the passage of this legislation. 

 
 
EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: 
The local sheriff and city police departments may see significant savings associated with this bill because of 
the substantial decrease in the number of offenders they would need to transport to and from court.  
 


